
 

 

International Journal of Multidisciplinary 

Research in Science, Engineering and Technology 

(A Monthly, Peer Reviewed, Refereed, Scholarly Indexed, Open Access Journal) 

 
  

Impact Factor: 8.206 Volume 8, Issue 6, June 2025 
 

 

 



© 2025 IJMRSET | Volume 8, Issue 6, June 2025|                                          DOI:10.15680/IJMRSET.2025.0806090 

 

IJMRSET © 2025                                                   |    An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal     |                                                10028 

Lung Cancer Detection using Ct Scan Images 

 

 Souraj Chandra Rai, Jayashree M 

PG Student, St Joseph Engineering College Vamanjoor, Mangalore, India  

Assistant Professor, St Joseph Engineering College Vamanjoor, Mangalore, India 

 
ABSTRACT: Worldwide, lung cancer is the most common cause of cancer-related fatalities, and survival chances can 

be increased with early detection. A key tool for the identification and diagnosis of lung cancer is computed 

tomography (CT) imaging. Deep learning algorithms have recently demonstrated remarkable improvements in the 

precision of lung cancer identification using CT images. This review paper presents an overview of current 

developments in the CT scan image-based deep learning algorithms for lung cancer detection. We provide a summary 

of the various deep learning models, such as end-to-end models and multi-scale feature extraction models, utilised for 

lung cancer detection. We also go over the difficulties and constraints these models face, such as the necessity for 

sizable annotated datasets and explainable AI in medical applications. We conclude by highlighting the possibility for 

further study in this field and its future potential, including the application of transfer learning and the incorporation of 

multimodal data for increased accuracy. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Lung cancer is the world’s biggest cancer killer as it claimed more lives than any other cancer. With most patients 

being diagnosed in the early stages, there is need to improve on treatment outcomes, however, standard methods such 

as using chest X-ray and biopsies bear high chances of being either falsely negative or falsely positive. Some modern 

lung cancer detection is more efficient and precise than before due to the new advancements of machine learning and 

medical imaging. Lungs can be illustrated in high-definition detail using a CT scan; in addition, CT scans are able to 

discover subtle abnormalities that may be precursors to lung cancer. Due to the massive amount of data involved in CT 

imaging, these data can hold rich characteristics that machine learning algorithms can extract to differentiated lung 
cancer such as lesion size, shape, and texture. It may also allow high-precision testing and reduce the utilization of 

aggressive biopsy procedures. In this paper, a review of the recent advancements in using CT scan photos and applying 

artificial intelligence in determining lung cancer will be covered. Discuss the limitation of traditional approaches, the 

promise of CT screening for lung cancer, and innovative artificial intelligence applications. The training of multiple ML 

algorithms will be performed, as well as the datasets and feature extraction approaches in practice. Utilizing images from 

CT scans and data analysis with the assistance of machine learning, I will discuss the challenges and possible future of 

lung cancer detection. 

 

II. LITERATURE SURVEY 

 

The largest cause of cancer-related fatalities worldwide is lung cancer. For patients to have a better prognosis, lung 

cancer must be detected and diagnosed early. The use of CT scan pictures to diagnose and detect lung cancer has shown 
promise. Numerous studies have recently concentrated on the application of various image processing and machine 

learning approaches to enhance the precision of lung cancer detection using CT scan images. 

 

Using 3D deep learning on low-dose chest CT scans, Ardila et al. developed an end-to-end approach for detecting lung 

cancer. To determine the likelihood of lung cancer, their approach used a 3D convolutional neural network to analyze 

CT scan data directly. The authors' approach performed better in terms of sensitivity and specificity when compared to 

a radiologist, according to their analysis. [1] 

 

Deep learning was used by Hua et al. to create a computer-aided categorization system for lung nodules found on CT 

scans. Using a dataset of lung nodules and non-nodules, a convolutional neural network was used to build the system. The 

scientists tested their method on a different dataset and discovered that it had a high level of accuracy when 
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categorizing lung nodules. [2] 

 

In order to classify lung nodules on CT scans, Chen et al. suggested a multi-level feature extraction technique. 

Convolutional neural networks in numerous layers, each of  which learnt features at various levels of abstraction, made 

up their system. A publicly accessible dataset was used to test the authors' system, and they discovered that it 
outperformed earlier approaches. [3] 

 

A deep learning model based on CT was created by Xu et al. to forecast how drugs will affect patients with lung cancer. 

Their technique used a convolutional neural network to analyses CT images and forecast how likely it was that a patient 

would respond to a specific medication. When the authors compared their system to other models, they discovered that 

it performed better. [4] 

 

Yu et al. created an automated technique for CT scan tumour segmentation and volume estimate. To partition lung 

tumours and estimate their quantities, their technique combined thresholding and region growth. The system's high 

accuracy was discovered when the authors tested it against a dataset of lung cancer patients. [5] 

 
Using multi-view convolutional networks, Setio et al. suggested a false positive reduction technique for lung nodule 

detection in CT scans. To minimize false positives, their approach utilized numerous views of the same nodule. The 

authors tested their approach using a publicly accessible dataset and discovered that it had excellent accuracy while 

minimizing false positives. [6] 

 

In a systematic study and meta-analysis, Liu et al. evaluated how well deep learning models performed in identifying 

disorders from medical imaging when compared to trained medical practitioners. They discovered that in the majority 

of studies, deep learning models performed as well as or better than healthcare professionals. [7] 

 

A multi-modal and multi-scale deep feature learning strategy was put out by Gao et al. for the extensive classification 

of CT pulmonary nodules. To learn features for nodule categorization, their system used several modalities (CT and 

PET images) and scales. On a sizable dataset of pulmonary nodules, the authors tested their system, and they discovered 
that it was highly accurate at classifying nodules. [8] 

 

A deep learning method was created by Qiu et al. to automatically extract the major locations of head and neck cancer 

from PET/CT images. To determine the primary site of a tumor, their method analyzed PET/CT data using a 

convolutional neural network. On a dataset of patients with head and neck cancer, the authors tested their system and 

discovered that it performed with high accuracy. [9] 

 

Using CT scans, Balakrishnan et al. created a machine learning method for lung cancer detection. Their algorithm 

classified lung nodules as benign or malignant using a combination of textural features and support vector machines. 

On a dataset of lung nodules, the authors tested their system, and they discovered that it was highly accurate at 

classifying nodules. [10] 
 

III. METHODOLOGY 

 

Several procedures and methods, including image acquisition, preprocessing, feature extraction, and classification, are 

used in the methodology for lung cancer detection utilizing CT scan images. 

 

3.1 Image Acquisition: Getting CT scan images of the patient's chest is the first stage in the process of finding lung 

cancer. A specialized device is often used to capture CT scan images, which produce a 3D representation of the 

patient's lungs by taking X-rays at various angles. 

3.2 Preprocessing: The following stage entails preprocessing the captured images to enhance their quality and get rid of 

any noise or artefacts that can obstruct the detecting procedure. Image registration, normalization, and enhancement 

techniques are used in this. 

3.3 Feature Extraction: The third step is to take the preprocessed images and extract features from them so that they can 

be fed into the classification algorithm. Texture, form, and intensity-based features, which are frequently employed 

in computer-aided diagnosis systems, may be among the features extracted. 

3.4 Classification: The retrieved features are then classified into malignant or benign tumours using a classification 
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algorithm. This can be accomplished using a variety of machine learning methods, such as decision trees, neural 

networks, and support vector machines. Depending on the specific properties of the data and the level of 

accuracy required, a classification algorithm is chosen. 

3.5 Evaluation: It is crucial to assess the effectiveness of the classification model after it has been created using a variety 

of metrics, including accuracy, sensitivity, specificity, and area under the receiver operating characteristic curve 

(AUC). Common methods for assessing the performance of the model include cross- validation and bootstrapping. 

 

The methodology outlined above offers a basic framework for using CT scan pictures to diagnose lung cancer. The 

precise implementation specifics, however, may change based on the dataset and the chosen classification algorithm. 
Due to their capacity to automatically acquire discriminative characteristics from the images, deep learning approaches 

like convolutional neural networks have gained popularity in recent years. 

 

IV. POSITIVE IMPACT 

 

4.1 Enhanced Diagnostic Accuracy: CT scans provide detailed images, enabling the detection of small nodules and 

early- stage lung cancer that might be missed by other imaging techniques. 

4.2 Early Detection: Early diagnosis through CT scans improves the chances of successful treatment and increases 

survival rates. 

4.3 Improved Survival Rates: Early-stage lung cancer patients have more treatment options available, leading to 

better long-term health outcomes. 

4.4 Comprehensive Screening: CT scans offer a comprehensive view of the lungs, aiding in the detection of various 

lung abnormalities and supporting ongoing monitoring of high-risk individuals. 

4.5 Facilitation of Personalized Medicine: CT scan data helps in tailoring treatment plans to individual patients, 

optimizing treatment efficacy and minimizing side effects. 

 

V. NEGATIVE IMPACT 

 

5.1 Radiation Exposure: CT scans expose patients to ionizing radiation, which can increase the risk of developing 

secondary cancers over time. 

5.2 High Costs: The technology and expertise required for CT scans are expensive, posing a financial burden on 

patients and healthcare systems. 

5.3 Overdiagnosis and Overtreatment: CT scans are very sensitive and this will result in identification of other slow 

growing disease, which will lead to their treatment and stress will be exerted on the patient. 

5.4 Dependence on Skilled Personnel: Thus, it can be stated that CT scan interpretation is very sensitive and should 

be conducted by well-trained radiologists And other healthcare personnel. 

5.5 Technological and Infrastructure Requirements: CT systems are still complex and call for capital investment 

on equipment and other overheads, which may not be easily feasible in low end health facilities. 

 

VI. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

The research discussed in this paper show that CT scan pictures can be a reliable and efficient tool for lung cancer 

identification. Deep learning algorithms have the potential to significantly increase the precision and effectiveness of 

lung cancer detection. In one study, it was discovered that a three-dimensional deep learning end-to-end lung cancer 

screening on low-dose chest computed tomography may reach high sensitivity and specificity, which can greatly lower 

the false positive rate and increase the overall accuracy of lung cancer detection. Another study showed great diagnostic 

performance when lung nodules on CT images were classified using deep learning approaches. 

 
Using multi-level characteristics, lung nodules on CT scans have been categorized, and this method has showed 

promise in separating benign from malignant nodules. A deep learning model based on CT has also been created to 

predict drug reactions in lung cancer patients, offering a more individualized course of treatment. 

 

The assessment of lung cancer progression and treatment response can be aided by the development of automated 

algorithms for precise tumour segmentation and volume estimate on CT images. It has also been proven that false 

positive reduction using multi-view convolutional networks is a successful technique for pulmonary nodule detection in 

CT images. 
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Deep learning models have the potential to lessen the workload of radiologists by assisting with the interpretation of CT 

images, in addition to increasing accuracy. Computer-aided diagnosis (CAD) systems can help radiologists identify 

problematic nodules and decrease the incidence of false positives, according to studies. Radiologists can concentrate on 

reviewing only the cases that are the most serious, which can save time and resources while improving patient 

outcomes. 
 

It's crucial to remember that CAD systems should not take the place of radiologists' knowledge; rather, they should be 

used as an additional tool to support their diagnostic process. Deep learning in lung cancer detection is predicted to be 

used more frequently as technology advances, resulting in earlier and more precise diagnosis. 

 

Deep learning algorithms have proved to perform similarly to or even better than healthcare professionals in diagnosing 

lung cancer from CT images, as demonstrated in a systematic study and meta-analysis. 

 

Overall, the research evaluated in this paper points to the potential of deep learning algorithms for lung cancer 

identification using CT images. With the use of these algorithms, medical professionals may provide patients with lung 

cancer with more precise diagnoses and individualized therapy. 
 

VII. FUTURE SCOPE 

 

In recent years, deep learning algorithms have showed promise in the identification of lung cancer using CT scan pictures. 

To increase the precision and dependability of these models, more research is still required. Future research may focus 

on creating more sophisticated deep learning models that can analyses greater datasets and make more precise 

predictions. 

 

The incorporation of additional imaging modalities, such as MRI or PET scans, into deep learning models for lung 

cancer diagnosis is another interesting field for future research. This might increase the models' sensitivity and accuracy 

and offer more details regarding the tumor's location, size, and stage. 

 
Deep learning models for lung cancer diagnosis can also be used for prognosis and therapy planning in addition to just 

detection. It is possible to personalise treatment regimens, lower the chance of side effects, and enhance patient 

outcomes by anticipating how individuals with lung cancer would react to various treatment alternatives. Therefore, an 

interesting field for further study is the creation of deep learning models for anticipating treatment responses in lung 

cancer patients. 

 

Last but not least, in order to use these deep learning models in clinical settings, there are a number of issues that must 

be resolved, including issues with data privacy and security, standardisation of imaging methods, and regulatory 

permission. To simplify the integration of deep learning models into standard clinical practise for lung cancer detection 

and treatment, future research should concentrate on addressing these issues. 

 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

 

In conclusion, lung cancer continues to be a major public health issue, and patient outcomes are much improved by 

early identification. Deep learning algorithms have showed considerable promise in increasing the accuracy of 

detection, and CT scans have become a potent tool for early lung cancer diagnosis. Although the application of deep 

learning techniques for lung cancer diagnosis is still in its early stages, the findings of the studies covered in this review 

show that it has the potential to completely change the industry. 

 

Before these techniques are extensively used in clinical practice, a number of obstacles need to be overcome. One of 

the major difficulties is the unavailability of huge, high-quality datasets and the possibility of bias in algorithm 

development. Concerns exist over automated diagnostic and treatment decision-making's ethical ramifications as well 
as the generalizability of these algorithms to a variety of patient populations. Despite these difficulties, there is a lot of 

room for further development and improvement in the field of deep learning for lung cancer diagnosis. As the area 

develops, it will be crucial to give ethical issues of using these algorithms in clinical practise top priority and to make 

sure they are utilised to supplement, not replace, the knowledge of healthcare professionals. 
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